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able," a sentence which clearly indicates that the
writer knew nothing either of Jefferson Davis or
Aaron Burr.

Both have been subjected to unmeasured abuse.
They are variously misunderstood. Their chief sin
was failure; the one to establish an impossible con-
federacy laid in human slavery, the other to achieve
certain vague schemes of empire in Mexico and the
far Southwest, which, if not visionary, were pre-
mature.

The final collapse of the Southern Confederacy
can be laid at the door of no man. It was doomed
the day of its birth. The wonder is that sane lead-
ers could invoke such odds against them and that
a sane people could be induced to follow. The
single glory of the South is that it was able to
stand out so long against such odds.

Jefferson Davis was a high-minded and well-
intentioned man. He was chose] i to lead the South
because he was, in addition, an accomplished sol-
dier. As one who consistently opposed him in his
public policies, I can specify no act to the dis-
credit of his character, Ms one serious mistake be-
ing his failiure to secure the peace offered by
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